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1B Advanced Composition and Critical Thinking (3 units) Students, 

ENGL-1B-05910 (05910) Adv 

Comp and Critical Thinking 

06/03/2019-07/22/2019 Lecture: 1.25 Load Factor Monday, 

Wednesday 05:00PM - 07:45PM, Calif. Institute for Women, 

Room TBA 

 

Course Description 

Congratulations! You have made it to English 1B, one of the most sought after courses at 

Chaffey College. You are now ready to tackle the challenging critical thinking ahead. After you 

have completed this journey, you will have practiced the skills of analysis, evaluation, research, 

and persuasion in order to become an advanced academic writer. English 1B focuses on 

rhetorical analysis strategies needed for succeeding in college and beyond. You will develop 

these skills through extensive reading, class discussion, researching, writing, and other activities. 

This course will also prepare you for research-based writing in your other classes as well as 

provide critical thinking skills for analyzing the world around you. This particular section will 

focus on a range of topics, such as culture, identity, relationships, family, migration, refugees, 

race, gender, and class, with a focus on history, politics, and identity. 

In a general sense, this course involves the careful study and practice of using primarily non-

fiction reading models, students emulate and incorporate various rhetorical strategies in the 

development of written analysis and researched argumentation. Focus on logical analysis (e.g., 

inductive and deductive reasoning) and effective reasoning, establishing credibility, and 

emotional appeals to develop persuasive arguments. Course is writing intensive with a minimum 

production requirement of 6,000+ words. May be offered as an Honor course. (Taken from the 

Chaffey College English 1B course description). [Pre-requisites: completion of English 1A / 

Transfer: CSU, UC.]  

 

Chaffey College Mission: Chaffey College inspires hope and success by improving lives 

and our community in a dynamic, supportive, and engaging environment of educational 

excellence, where our diverse students learn and benefit from foundation, career, and 

transfer programs.  

Chaffey College Vision: Improving lives through education. 

 

Important Dates 
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Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course (C or better), you will be able to: 

• Demonstrate mastery in evaluating, integrating and documenting sources. 

• Support an argumentative thesis with persuasive evidence and reasoning.  

• Write essays that synthesize information to support analysis or argument. 
Course Objectives 

In order for you to achieve those outcomes, we will work on the following:  

o Examination of logical fallacies, rhetorical devices, advertising and propaganda, devices that 

distort and conceal meaning, and media influences. 

o Development of essays which approach critical thinking in increasingly complex ways by 

formulating a clear, arguable thesis statement. 

o Developing an organized, well-argued essay in support of the thesis. 

o Supporting positions using different types of inductive and deductive arguments. 

o Drawing inferences from a variety of sources (e.g., statistics, testimony, authority, examples). 

o Producing writing assignments such as causal analysis, persuasion, and evaluation. 

o Constructing a progression of substantial compositions that advocate one's own ideas by 

providing support for a claim, refuting the position of opponents, and avoiding common fallacies. 

o Evaluating the written work of others by assessing content, structure, diction, tone, style, 

audience, and purpose.  

o Clarifying meaning and avoiding unclear and biased language. 

o Development of critical reading strategies, including reading for the main idea and argument.  

o Identifying premises, unstated premises, and conclusions. 

o Identifying inductive and deductive arguments. 

o Evaluating arguments for validity and soundness. 

o Examining point-of-view, bias, prejudice, and various sources of authority. 

o Recognizing denotative and connotative language. 

o Evaluating diction and tone, style and voice. 

o Identifying and evaluating various rhetorical devices (e.g., satire, irony, overstatement, 

understatement, paradox, symbology, and analogy). 

 

This semester we will examine *“History, Politics, and Identity” through multiple genres.  

https://youtu.be/aiIKTkGFK7s 

Our approach to reading and writing in response to the texts is grounded in Paulo Freire (Brazilian 

educator)’s central concept of "conscientization," a critical consciousness through a process of reflection 

and action, is an educational theory within the framework of a theory of radical social change. Opposed to 

this "problem-posing" education, committed to personal and social liberation, is a "banking" education 

whose objective is domestication (https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/074171367202300101).  

 

• Our non-fiction textbook: 

Nguyen, Viet Thanh, et al’s The Displaced: Refugee Writers on Refugee Lives (Abrams Books) Pulitzer 

Prize–winning author of The Sympathizer Viet Thanh Nguyen called on 17 fellow refugee writers from 

across the globe to shed light on their experiences, and the result is The Displaced, a powerful dispatch 

from the individual lives behind current headlines, with proceeds to support the International Rescue 

Committee (IRC). 

Today the world faces an enormous refugee crisis—22.5 million people fleeing persecution and conflict 

from Myanmar to Syria, closer to the flight of Jewish and other Europeans during World War II than 

anything the world has seen in this generation. Yet in the United States, United Kingdom, and other 

countries with the means to welcome refugees, anti-immigration politics and fear seem poised to shut the 
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door. Even for readers seeking to help, the sheer scale of the problem renders the experience of refugees 

hard to comprehend. 

 
Viet Nguyen, called “one of our great chroniclers of displacement” (Joyce Carol Oates, The New Yorker), 

brings together writers originally from Mexico, Bosnia, Iran, Afghanistan, Soviet Ukraine, Hungary, 

Chile, Ethiopia, and others to make their stories heard. They are formidable in their own right—

MacArthur Genius grant recipients, National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award 

finalists, filmmakers, speakers, lawyers, professors, and New Yorker contributors—and they are all 

refugees, many as children arriving in London and Toronto, Oklahoma and Minnesota, South Africa and 

Germany. Their 17 contributions are as diverse as their own lives have been, and yet hold just as many 

themes in common. 

Reyna Grande questions the line between “official” refugee and “illegal” immigrant, chronicling the 

disintegration of the family forced to leave her behind; Fatima Bhutto visits Alejandro Iñárritu’s virtual 

reality border crossing installation “Flesh and Sand”; Aleksandar Hemon recounts a gay Bosnian’s 

answer to his question, “How did you get here?”; Thi Bui offers two uniquely striking graphic panels; 

David Bezmozgis writes about uncovering new details about his past and attending a hearing for a new 

refugee; and Hmong writer Kao Kalia Yang recalls the courage of children in a camp in Thailand. 

These essays reveal moments of uncertainty, resilience in the face of trauma, and a reimagining of 

identity, forming a compelling look at what it means to be forced to leave home and find a place of 

refuge. The Displaced is also a commitment: ABRAMS will donate 10 percent of the cover price of this 

book, a minimum of $25,000 annually, to the International Rescue Committee, a not-for-profit 

organization dedicated to providing humanitarian aid, relief, and resettlement to refugees and other 

victims of oppression or violent conflict. 

 

 

Our rhetorical textbook:  

 

Our Open Education Resources (OER) TEXTBOOK Reader:  

ENGL002: English Composition II 

Introductory course on basic research concepts and techniques, including ways to build academic 

research into effective writing processes.  
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Steps to Success for Students in Any English Course at Chaffey College 

 

o  Attend every class session and be on time. 

 

o  Connect with and help your classmates. 

 

o  Participate in class discussions. Listen carefully. Take notes. 

 

o  Ask questions, ask for help, and ask for clarification. 

 

o  Read and annotate the course syllabus, handouts, all reading assignments. 

 

o  Complete the steps in the writing process as assigned by the instructor. 

 

o  Be creative in your thinking and writing. Have fun. Take chances. Learn from your mistakes. 

 

o  Think and act like a writer, not just a student. 

 

o  Visit the Language Success Center, Library, office hours (if available), and S.I. (if available) every 

week. 

 

o  Visit campus resources as needed: Bookstore, Center for Culture & Social Justice, DPS, EOPS, 

Financial Aid, Health Center, Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art. 

Course Policies 

Our class policies and procedures are subject to change based upon the needs of the class. 

Attendance 

Attending all class meetings is mandatory because your consistent, active participation will lead to your 

success in this course. Note that there are reading or writing assignments due at every class meeting, so 

make this class one of your top priorities in your busy schedule. Attendance = a greater chance of 

success! 

Arriving late, leaving early, or other inappropriate behavior disrupts your learning and that of your 

classmates. Please arrive on time to class, be ready to work, be attentive, respect your classmates, and 

behave politely; i.e., NO cell phones, texting, or unauthorized computer use during class (Facebook, 

YouTube, etc.). Please do not bring any food or drink into the classroom.  

 

Complete all of the reading assignments before coming to class and be prepared to answer 

questions and discuss the material. 
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Classroom Code of Conduct  

Dear Student, 

Through your participation and interaction with the class and myself, you will learn how to better interact 

within our college community. Consider how you want to develop this learning environment in our 

classroom. Consider the following questions to help all of us think through the guidelines of our class:  

- What guidelines will help you create a mindful behavior mindset?  

- Will the class’ conduct need to evolve over time?  

- How does the class’ conduct affect and effect the class’ learning environment? 

- How will you help maintain the learning environment?  

- How will you help our class community support your colleagues during a class discussion? 

- How will you need to react and behave during a discussion of controversial and sensitive topics? 

- What are your reading, writing, and discussion goals? How do these goals tie into the class conduct 

policy? 

- The readings in this class examine significant and sensitive issues that we are grappling with in our 

evolving global village. The issues explored will require your respect and curiosity. 

- The anthology of essay- Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Sympathizer Viet Thanh Nguyen called 

on 17 fellow refugee writers from across the globe to shed light on their experiences, and the result is The 

Displaced, a powerful dispatch from the individual lives behind current headlines, with proceeds to 

support the International Rescue Committee (IRC). 

- This course will examine how rhetoric can distort and conceal meaning. Students will consider new 

ways of reading and writing; learning new strategies; ability to generate, investigate, and represent ideas; 

reading comprehension and writing organization; level of curiosity to know more about the world; 

connection to global issues, such as diversity, social justice, collaboration, and equity; ownership of 

actions and understanding of the consequences of those actions; adaptability to situations, expectations, or 

demands; and sustained interest in and attention to short - and long - term projects. 

How will you help the class have meaningful discussions about these sensitive and controversial 

subjects?  

Sincerely, 

Professor Dean Ramser 

 

Class Accommodations 

If you need accommodations due to a documented disability, please let me know. I’m happy to help make 

this course as accessible as possible. https://www.chaffey.edu/DPS/getting_started.shtml 

 

Chaffey College and Chaffey College’s DPS observe and abide by the federal disabilities guidelines of 

the AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990 ( https://www.ada.gov/pubs/adastatute08.htm). 

 

Late-Work Policy 

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day noted on this syllabus. 

Submit final draft of each essay at the beginning of class unless otherwise instructed. 

 

I do not allow make-up work or late papers for any other assignments. 

  

If you are absent when such assignments are due, you will not receive any points for them. 
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Plagiarism Policy 

Plagiarism ranges from copying a sentence from an article you read, to turning in an essay that you did 

not write. In this class, you will receive zero points for any plagiarized work which may result in 

failure of the course.  If you are unsure if you are plagiarizing or have questions about using sources, 

please ask. 

Violations of the Student Academic Integrity Code, including plagiarism at any stage of the writing 

process, will not be tolerated in Chaffey College English courses. Plagiarism is defined as the 

misrepresentation of the published ideas or words of another as one’s own; plagiarism also includes 

submitting work previously submitted for another class. At the discretion of the professor, plagiarism or 

other violations (including the submission of non-original material) may result in zero points for the 

assignment. Additionally, the professor may file a Student Academic Integrity Form documenting the 

violation and may seek other sanctions. The complete Student Academic Integrity Code appears in the 

Chaffey College Student Handbook (source: English Department Guidelines). 

 

Assignments & Requirements 

- proposals / notes / outlines / OER exercises / works cited / drafts (31pts) - You will bring a proposal, 

notes, outline, and rough draft to class for each essay. For two of the essays, you will also bring a rough 

version of the works cited page. All of these will be typed using MLA format. 

- essays (80 pts) - You will write four essays, 6,000+ words (4-5 pages, typed, excluding Work Cited 

page); two will include sources from library research. The assignments will include narrative, analysis, 

comparison, classification, and argumentation. All rough drafts and final drafts must be typed using MLA 

format, and you will visit a Language Success Center tutor, SI, or my advice hours for each essay. Please 

keep all of your graded essays throughout the semester. 

- class discussions with prepared Questions and in-class Responses to assigned readings (15 pts) 

- final exam (10pts)- The final will consist of an in-class essay related to the reading and writing 

assignments from the course. 

 

Disclaimer: The best way to grow as a writer is to read other writers’ work, so I may use your writing as a 

model/sample in our class or for future sections of English 1B. This is a great way for you to contribute to the 

growth and learning of your peers here at Chaffey College. 
 

Grading & Points 

There are 138 points possible in this course. In order to pass English 1B, you will need a “C” or better. 

 
Grading Scale 

A+  97-100% C+ 77-79.9% 

A   93-96.9% C   70-76.9% 

A-  90-92.9% D+ 67-69.9% 

B+ 87-89.9% D  63-66.9% 

B   83-86.9% D- 60-62.9% 

B- 80-82.9% F  0-59.9% 

Passing= C or better (70% or __+ 

points) 
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Track your progress in class with this formula:   Points earned ÷ current points possible = current % 

GRADE TRACKER 

Assignment 
Points 

Possible 
My Points Assignment 

Points 

Possible 
My Points 

Proposal 1 1  Peer Review 3 2  

Outline 1 1  Essay 3 20 26 

Interview Q&A  4  Proposal 4 1  

Rough Draft 1 2  Outline 4 1  

Peer Review 2  Rough Draft 4 2  

Essay 1 20 30 Peer Review4 2  

Proposal 2 1  Essay 4 20 24 

Notes & Outline 2 3  Final 10 10 

Rough Draft 2 2  OER exercises 10 10 

Peer Review2 
2 

 
 Q&A postings 15 15 

Essay 2 20 28 Total  138 

Proposal 3 1     

Outline 3 1     

Rough Draft 3 2     

Resources to Support your Success 

 

Career Center helps Chaffey College students find meaningful careers. The program offers career 

counseling, career assessments, résumé assistance, interviewing skills preparation, job referrals, 

student employment, and career related workshops.  The Career Center is located on the Rancho 

Cucamonga Campus in MACC-203.  Please call (909) 652-6511 for more information. 

Disability Programs and Services, or DPS, serves an estimated 1500 students across all Chaffey 

campuses. DPS serves students with physical, learning, and psychological/psychiatric disabilities 

by providing accommodations based on the type of disability and verifying documentation. 

Services include academic counseling, disability related counseling and referral for community 

resources, test accommodations, tram services, adapted computer lab, assistive technology 

training, assessment, and equipment loan. For more information please contact the DPS general 

phone line at (909) 652-6379.   

EOPS & CARE: Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (EOPS) is designed to ensure student 

retention and success through academic support and financial assistance for eligible students. 

Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (CARE) is a program that serves a limited 

number of EOPS students who are single heads of household parents. It provides additional 

support services beyond those available through EOPS. The ultimate goal is completion of a 

certificate program, an associate degree, and/or transfer to a four-year college. For more 

information, call (909) 652-6345. 

GPS Centers: The Guiding Panthers to Success centers provide new and returning Chaffey College 

students with assistance in registration, unit load planning, using MyChaffeyView, using campus 

resources, making an Abbreviated Education Plan (first year course recommendations). Visit the 

GPS center to check progress on academic goals. Many services are provided on a walk-in basis. 

Please call a GPS center for more information.  

Rancho GPS: VSS # 111.  Chino GPS:  CHMB 240  Fontana 

GPS: FNFC 121 

Phone 909-652-6466  Phone: 909-652-8030  Phone: 909-652-7460 
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Health Services (SHS) is dedicated to assisting students to achieve and maintain optimum physical, 

mental and emotional health. We are committed to providing quality healthcare at a reasonable 

cost. All currently enrolled full and part time Chaffey College students on the Rancho 

Cucamonga Campus or any off campus site may utilize the services of the Student Health Office. 

Please have your Chaffey ID ready. 

Rancho Campus   MACC-202   (909) 652-6331 

Chino Campus    CHMB-105   (909) 652-8190 

Honors Program provides an intellectual and cultural community for students at Chaffey College. 

Program benefits include smaller classes, creative and challenging coursework, academic 

enrichment activities, and scholarships. Students also have opportunities to present research at 

scholarly conferences, build social responsibility through community service, and receive 

ongoing personalized academic advisement as well as support during the transfer process. 

Students who complete the Honors Program may take advantage of our transfer agreements with 

prestigious institutions like UCLA. Visit http://www.chaffey.edu/honors or SSA-122 for more 

information and admission requirements. 

 
Hope, Engage, Succeed campaign here at Chaffey is our commitment to helping students develop a 

growth mindset, set goals, realize their agency, and discover pathways to success. Here at 

Chaffey College we embrace each student’s journey to develop a growth mindset, set goals, 

realize their agency, and discover pathways to success.  Keep an eye out for Hope Engage 

Succeed posters and workshops around campus.  

 

One Book, One College Committee strives to create a community of readers across the curriculum at 

Chaffey College and within the communities it serves. Each year, the committee selects a college 

book and creates a diverse series of related events. Students are encouraged to participate in these 

activities to enrich their educational experience at Chaffey. 

http://www.chaffey.edu/collegebook/index.shtml 

 

Success Centers offer free tutorials, workshops, learning groups, directed learning activities, and 

computer/ resources access to assist students in their academic development and success. These 

are free services for students. One-on-one tutoring is also available if you would like to get 

feedback on your writing. Tutors are happy to help you with writing assignments for any of your 

classes (not just English!). Call the centers or consult the college website at 

www.chaffey.edu/success/ for more information. 

Chino Campus  

Multidisciplinary Success Center:  909-652-8150, (CHMB-145) 

Fontana Campus  

Multidisciplinary Success Center:  909-652-7408, (FNFC-122) 

Rancho Campus       

Language Success Center:  909-652-6907/652-6820, (BEB-101) 

Math Success Center:  909-652-6452, (Math-121) 

Multidisciplinary Success Center:  909-652-6932, (Library) 

 

A current Chaffey College photo ID card is required for all Success Center services. Walk-ins are 

welcome, and advanced appointments are available for most services. Call the centers or consult 

the center website for more information. Make your online appointments at 

https://chaffey.mywconline.com/ 
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Student Health Services is dedicated to assisting students to achieve and maintain optimum physical, 

mental and emotional health. We are committed to providing quality healthcare at a reasonable 

cost. All currently enrolled full and part time Chaffey College students on the Rancho 

Cucamonga Campus or any off campus site may utilize the services of the Student Health Office. 

Please have your Chaffey ID ready. 

Rancho Campus   MACC-202   (909) 652-6331 

Chino Campus    CHMB-105   (909) 652-8190 
 

Transfer Center assists you in successfully transferring from Chaffey College to a university. The 

Transfer Center and the Transfer Center website provide information useful in researching 

transfer options and reaching your transfer goals. You can also access scholarship information 

through the Transfer Center. Check out their website http://www.chaffey.edu/transfer/ or visit the 

center in SSA-120. You can also call (909) 652-6233 for more information. 

 

Veterans Resource Center (VRC) is dedicated to assisting veterans and eligible family members in 

achieving their educational goals efficiently and without impediments. If you are a veteran or 

eligible family member, please contact the Veterans Resource Center at (909) 652-6235 or 

vrc.staff@chaffey.edu for information regarding educational benefits and opportunities. The 

Veterans Resource Center (VRC) is located in AD-125 on Chaffey College’s Rancho Cucamonga 

campus. 

 

Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art serves as a learning lab featuring temporary exhibitions of 

innovative contemporary art throughout the year. Exhibitions and programming are organized 

with our students in mind in order to augment their academic experience by complementing the 

college’s curricula and broadening the understanding of contemporary art. Our exhibitions allow 

visitors to see and experience a variety of contemporary artistic practices that examine timely and 

relevant topics. http://www.chaffey.edu/wignall/exhibitions.shtml 

 

Your Professors are also always glad to help! Although I don’t have office hours, I am happy to 

answer questions or discuss your papers during class. BEST TO WRITE DOWN QUESTIONS AND 
HAND THEM TO ME BEFORE CLASS 

 
Course Schedule (see attached) 

o The following is the schedule of assignments for this class. The schedule of readings & 

assignments is subject to change based upon the needs of the class. 

o All readings and assignments are listed on the day they are due. Please come to class with all 

readings and assignments completed before the day listed on the syllabus. 
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