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questions for Chapter 2 follow. Some instructors may prefer to ask students to summa-
rize the selection as a way not only to ensure that they have done the reading but also as a 
way to give students needed practice in summarizing accurately. Instructors who do not 
wish to grade these summaries can have students check their own or a partner’s summary 
against the sample summary provided. 

The second “Write” activity gives students practice in synthesis and application, two 
important approaches to learning. These responses need not be graded but could instead 
be used as a journal or discussion prompt.

“An American Childhood” (Annie Dillard) [pp. 22–24]

Take the following quiz to check your comprehension of the reading selection:

Who did the author run with while being chased?
A. Chickie McBride
B. Mackie Kean
C. Mikey Fahey [correct]
D. Peter Fahey

According to the author, what kind of car came along the street?
A. Blue Blazer
B. Black Buick [correct]
C. Dark green Dodge
D. Red Ford

To what country does Dillard mention possibly running?
A. Peru
B. Colombia
C. Costa Rica
D. Panama [correct]

Where does the story take place?
A. Philadelphia
B. Providence
C. Pittsburgh [correct]
D. Portland

What did the man do when he caught the two kids?
A. Had a word with them [correct]
B. Took them home
C. Called the police
D. He didn’t catch them

■ Reading Quizzes

Because so many instructors find that daily reading quizzes are an effective way to ensure 
students come to class prepared, we’ve included a series of five-question reading quizzes 
with this edition of the Instructor’s Resource Manual for The St. Martin’s Guide. The 
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Write

1. Summarize “An American Childhood.” Be sure to put the summary in your own
words and to avoid using the sentence structure of the reading selection. Remember
that your summary should restate the author’s main idea (or thesis) and that it should
include only the author’s most important supporting ideas.

Example summary of this reading selection:

Recounting a time from her childhood when she was chased for throwing snowballs 
at passing cars, Dillard explains how throwing oneself into an activity wholeheartedly 
and with abandon provides the greatest feeling and moment of happiness. Single-
mindedly focusing on the moment and enjoying it to the fullest, “flinging” herself 
into the chase, she realizes it can’t last but is the most exhilarating experience.

2. Write a paragraph in which you link the reading selection to your own thoughts or
experiences. For example, you could do one of the following:
 Apply information in the reading selection to a situation in your own life
 Link material in the reading selection to something else you have read or learned

about
 Choose a word (or two) that describes your initial reaction (for example, amused,

surprised, annoyed, shocked), and then use that word as a point of departure for  
further thinking

“Tupac and My Non-thug Life” (Jenée Desmond-Harris) [pp. 27–29]

Take the following quiz to check your comprehension of the reading selection:

What year was Tupac’s death?
A. 1994
B. 1995
C. 1996 [correct]
D. 1997

How old was the author when this tragic event took place?
A. 14
B. 15 [correct]
C. 16
D. 17

What did the girls send to Tupac’s mother?
A. Flowers
B. Cookies [correct]
C. A cake
D. A gift card
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The author and her friend drew tattoos on what part of their bodies?
A. Biceps
B. Forearms
C. Backs
D. Stomachs [correct]

The author was a cheerleader for which sport(s) mentioned in the piece?
A. Basketball [correct]
B. Football
C. Wrestling
D. All of the above

Write

1. Summarize “Tupac and My Non-thug Life.” Be sure to put the summary in your own
words and to avoid using the sentence structure of the reading selection. Remember
that your summary should restate the author’s main idea (or thesis) and that it should
include only the author’s most important supporting ideas.

Example summary of this reading selection:

Desmond-Harris explains how the death of Tupac affected her when it happened 
and how it continues to affect her into adulthood. His music coincided with her 
teenage years, when she was dealing with identity issues due to her being biracial 
and raised in a privileged area with a white mother, and continues to mark those 
days.

2. Write a paragraph in which you link the reading selection to your own thoughts or
experiences. For example, you could do one of the following:
 Apply information in the reading selection to a situation in your own life
 Link material in the reading selection to something else you have read or learned

about
 Choose a word (or two) that describes your initial reaction (for example, amused,

surprised, annoyed, shocked), and then use that word as a point of departure for  
further thinking

“Writing about What Haunts Us” (Peter Orner) [pp.32–34]

Take the following quiz to check your comprehension of the reading selection:

What object did Orner steal?
A. Books
B. Baseball cards
C. A pair of gloves [correct]
D. A pair of shoes
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Whom did he steal it from?
A. His mother
B. His father [correct]
C. His brother
D. His friend

What did he do with them?
A. Threw them away
B. Sold them
C. Used them constantly
D. Hid them [correct]

Why did he steal them?
A. He didn’t want the other person to have them. [correct]
B. He wanted them for himself.
C. He was dared to steal them.
D. He stole them by accident.

How did he deal with his guilt?
A. He left money to pay for the items.
B. He made up stories about the theft. [correct]
C. He devoted his life to charity work.
D. He cut off contact with his friends and family.

Write

1. Summarize “Writing About What Haunts Us.” Be sure to put the summary in your
own words and to avoid using the sentence structure of the reading selection. Re-
member that your summary should restate the author’s main idea (or thesis) and that
it should include only the author’s most important supporting ideas.

Example summary of this reading selection:

In his youth, Orner stole a pair of his father’s gloves and hid them away for decades. 
He struggled to understand both his motivation and his relationship with his father 
by concocting wild tales about how he might return the gloves. Eventually he comes 
to terms with both his action and his father though he still does not fully understand 
his own impulse.

2. Write a paragraph in which you link the reading selection to your own thoughts or
experiences. For example, you could do one of the following:
 Apply information in the reading selection to a situation in your own life
 Link material in the reading selection to something else you have read or learned

about




