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Lomita’s Water Problem  

I come from a small town called Lomita. I though that my town was great and there 

weren’t any problems because all of my friends and neighbors seemed to be perfectly content 

with the way things are. We have thrift stores, good public education, and tons of local 

businesses; everything a small town needs right? Wrong. Though we may have small town 

charm, we really lack in one of the basic tools to survive. We lack clean drinkable water. I never 

realized this to be a serious problem until was did some research and asked neighbors and family 

what were their thoughts about the situation. I have decided to find out the reason why we have 

this undrinkable water problem and what are some possible solutions to fix it.  

While In 2010, Lomita made the decision to use water from Well #5, telling residents it 

was a less expensive solution to importing water from the Colorado River.  They neglected to tell 

the residents the water from Well #5 is toxic.  The well was supposed to solve all that, while 

providing a significantly cheaper source of water for the town. It just created an even bigger 

problem for the residents of Lomita.  

Just by using the water from this well caused so many problems to arise. Such as rotten 

egg odor, un-dissolvable solids, damage to plumbing pipes, damages to home appliances, and the 

water simply tasted foul as well. A report from the Hazen and Sawyer environmental engineers 

stated, “The water contains minerals including calcium carbonate, iron, manganese, magnesium 

and chloride. The water also has a distinctive taste, mineral deposits and un-dissolved solids.” At 
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one point, water ran black through pipes.  The water smelled of rotten eggs, indicating the high 

presence of methane gas. A Lomita resistant Dave Albert mentioned in an interview that, “At the 

time, the city received numerous complaints about “rotten egg odors” in the water, unappetizing 

buildup of a white chalky substance on washed dishes and water heaters. Also, many of our 

neighbors complained of having pinhole leaks in their water pipes.”  

Although with all of the warnings and red flags, the council members and representatives 

of Lomita still deny that they is anything wrong with Lomita’s water. City Manager Ryan Smoot 

said, “It is based on a state requirement that we notify the public, but there is no emergency and 

there is no need to boil water or switch to bottled water at all.” That was the last straw for the 

Lomita citizen and one time mayor Dave Albert ran for council, calling for shutting down Well 

#5. Though Dave Albert had a good campaign and an excellent motive that people could stand 

by, alas only 300 residents came out to vote. This was because the rest of the town members did 

not think it that having clean undrinkable water was not an important enough subject to vote on.  

Dave did not win and Lomita is still fighting to get clean water.  

Just like in Michigan where the residents of Flint are dealing with a water crisis, so are 

tons of cities in the South Bay including Lomita as well. It’s just not as popular or well known 

because are happening to smaller cities rather than one big city. 

Lomita’s waster issue got so serious that it was even on the Channel Seven news. 

Residents were showing their water filters after trying to purify their undrinkable water by 

always mentioning how awful it smelled as well. In this special, the City Manager Ryan Smoot 

stated that one way they are trying to resolve the issue is by flushing out fire hydrants to clear the 

system. However residents argue that doing that makes their water worse. It might seem like 

http://www.dailybreeze.com/environment-and-nature/20160819/notice-of-substandard-drinking-water-mailed-to-lomita-residents
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there are so solutions to this horrible problem, but I have came up with a few that might help the 

residents of Lomita. 

There are a couple of solutions to this problem. One quick fix for drinking water is a 

home faucet filter. However the real solution to this problem would be for the city to stop using 

the water from Well#5 and pay for water brought in from the Colorado River. Though others 

might argue that it is more expensive to do that, it is better to pay a little extra money to secure 

the people of Lomita clean undrinkable water. 

 


