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Increases in college tuition   

Throughout the years the price of college tuition has only increased rapidly making it 

hard for student to complete the years need to obtain their degree. This issue does not only take 

place in universities but as well as community colleges. The price of college tuition has affected 

many minorities who plan to further their education to pursue a degree intended for their career. 

These minorities who are unable to pay to attend college due to their parents income as well 

causing them not to receive enough aid for college. The main cause to this issue is budget cuts on 

education from the government. A solution would be to increase the amount of funds the 

government pays towards grants, work-study and tax benefits. As wells as receiving funds from 

around the community or within the states to help surrounding colleges. Attending college comes 

with many financial responsibilities meaning books, transportation, test materials which are not 

included in college tuition. Those who may not see this as an community issue might be people 

who have not attended any type of college. As well as those who have already completed college 

and have moved on to their own career they have planned to get after attending college. Possible 

limitations that may occur in solutions include that it may not affect many colleges as there are 

over 1,000 public colleges in the United States. According to an article in the The Atlantic it 

examines that, a average of $62.6 billion would have to input in order to make college tuition 

free for public colleges. For change to happen within college tuition we would have to come up 

with more funds to add on to what the government is already giving school to distribute it to 
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students. By increasing the amount of funds with be beneficial to help minorities have the chance 

to attend a college to advanced in their career dreams.  

The problem with tuition increase is that minorities are unable to continue all four or five 

years to complete the education needed to receive a degree for their major. College tuition fees 

includes pay for classes, resources on campus, as well as student unions. When paying the tuition 

you are paying for lectures for your classes such as professors to educate the students on the 

subject of teaching. Resources are funded by paying tuition which will include library, tutors, 

and the health center. Student unions funds for the campus would included fees to support clubs 

and sports. "Paying up to £9,000 a year in tuition fees might seem like a lot of money, but there’s 

more than just the cost of teaching, lectures and seminars you’ll need to cover" (Kemplay). 

These fee's do not even include those who are out of state and need room and board. If the 

student is out of state the price of the tuition is double the priced than people who are residents of 

the state. Attending college you are able to see the difference from being in high school where 

most of your materials did not come with a price. The expenses of attending college come with 

more than what the school is asking for to attend the campus. Since most college courses 

included textbooks, electric devices and sometimes online websites that may cost are all addition 

and do not come with the tuition. The cause to this problem would include funds that the schools 

receive to improve campuses.  

The cause of increase of the tuition is that there are not enough funds for public schooling 

which is why the government cuts funds. These funds are distributed through FAFSA to be given 

to college students. The different types of financial aid given by FAFSA would include grants, 

work study and loans. In an article by CNBC explains, "The reason, say researchers, is that deep 

budget cuts in states funding for public higher public education and shrinking subsidies at private 
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school have pushed for greater share of the cost onto students and their families"(Schoen). The 

budget cuts have weighed down public college tuition price to be about the same about as private 

schools. This causes student and their families to feel a financial burden of having to pay tuition 

out of pocket. In majorities of the interview I conducted they had said that they were working to 

pay for school since there financial aid did not cover the full attendance. The cause of college 

tuition increase would be the "funding" had diminished for public colleges; therefore, causing 

more students to have to work. This can cause stress on the student being able to balance there 

school and work schedules. Without being uniformed on where there funds have disappeared too 

the prices of tuition increases at public colleges making it challanging to attend college. This 

issue becomes a problem to many college students and their families but is not being noticed by 

the community as a issue. 

Minorities who are affected by the tuition increase are those who's parent income is high. 

When applying for FAFSA they ask for documents such as parent income taxes for the year. 

Because of the parent's income the government determines how much money the student should 

receive such as grants and loans. If a parent's income is high a student does not receive the same 

amount of grants as those who come from low income family's. All student should get the same 

amount of grant no matter the factor of the parent's income. The parent's income should not 

become a factor as to how much financial aid a students should receive since it is the student 

who is attending the college and not the parent. A student's income could be different from the 

parent's income and in some cases the parent do not pay for the student tuition. In most of the 

interviews that I had taken, people described that there parent income had affected the amount of 

grants they received from financial aid which caused them to have to work and go to school full 

time. Other people who are not working are taking out loans which will cause them to be into 
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debit by the time they are done getting a degree. As this is a ongoing issue for college students 

and their families there are other who do not see this as a problem. 

 People who have might not see college tuition increase as a issue would be those who 

have not attended any type of college, who have already completed getting their college degree, 

and people who are able to pay for college on their own. People who have not attended a college 

may not understand the financial responsibilities that come with attending college. People who 

have already completed college may not see it as an issue since they have already completed 

their time in college. There is people who have the money to pay for their college tuition with 

their own money so they do not worry about the issues of tuition prices increasing. I believe this 

cause many students to drop out of college because of having to balance a work schedule and 

class work at the same time is tough. "On the whole, Americans seem to want affordable 

colleges that are accessible to all. But rather than simply using our resources to maintain a cheap 

public system (and remember, public schools educate 75 percent of undergrads), we spill them 

into a fairly wasteful and expensive private sector" (Weissmann). Making college tuition free 

would increase the rate of student attending colleges and graduating. Making sure that money 

will be useful to all education cost would help students of all grades. Making this issue noticed in 

the community can help those who are struggling to continue the path towards their career. To 

help students who are financial struggling we would have to increase financial aid benefits. 

Solution is to increase government funds to help pay more for grants, work-study and tax 

benefits which will make tuition less expensive. In an article titled What your tuition fees cover 

says, "Your tuition fees will cover all the things your university should reasonably provide to 

enable you to complete your degree" (Kemplay). Having the tuition paid for will help students to 

complete what they need for the courses they take. The benefits to the solution would be more 

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2013/05/how-colleges-are-selling-out-the-poor-to-court-the-rich/275725/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2013/08/which-colleges-should-we-blame-for-the-student-debt-crisis/278558/
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minors attending colleges and being able to graduate college. Many minors tend to drop out of 

college because of the stress of having to work and going to school. If the student is not working 

they would be able to attend college and focus on classes. And if the students does not go to 

college they will not succeed in getting a degree for their career. The Los Angeles Times 

Magazine mentions that, "Lot's of people enter community colleges, but most won't graduate. 

Some four year school have truly abysmal records when it comes to graduating their students in 

six years or less" (Davidson). With the prices of college tuition increasing less students will be 

able to get the education needed to move towards their career. These possible solutions may be a 

way to help those struggling but can come with cons of helping the tuition price and funds for 

tuition such a spread the profit throughout all college campuses and students. 

Possible limitations would that it would not affect all 1,000+ public colleges. I do not 

understand how the funds for colleges are spread throughout all the different campuses. The 

government would best help solve the problem because they are the ones who have helped fund 

all schools scholarships and grants. "If that story sounds awfully similar the problems the U.S. 

faces with healthcare costs, well, that's because it is similar. Americans have an allergy to 

straightforward policy solutions involving the public sector. And for that, we pay a price" 

(Weissmann). If president Obama was able to fix the issue with health care I believe that the 

problem with high tuition cost could also be fixed. "Another major piece of educational 

legislation affecting college tuition, the Higher Education Act helped provide financial assistance 

for students who couldn’t afford to attend college solo. It is what helped establish many of the 

Financial Aid programs still in place today, giving students low interest loans and federal grant 

money to attend schools of their choosing"(Writers). The higher education act of 1965 did help 

students financial who were attending college. It has been about forty-six years since the bill has 



  Dominguez 6 
 

   
 

passed and it is time to make changes in the act since the economy has changed since then. If this 

bill is changed to met the need of the economy now maybe the issue with tuition price would 

decrease. 

The increase of college tuition has affected students who are aiming to receive a degree. 

This increase discourages students to complete the courses needed for their major. The reason 

why the tuition has increased is because to fund that were cut by the government. Minority 

students who do not receive grant are the one who are affected by this issue. Because they have 

to work for their money they are often stressed about having to work and studying for classes. 

But without working they would not be able to pay the attendance for the college. There are 

people who might not see this as an issue because they do not understand the financial burden 

that college is and others might have the money to pay out of pocket so do not think of this as a 

problem. A solution I believed would help this issue was if the higher education act was revised 

to accommodate to the economy now. The limitation of this solution will that thier will not be 

enough funds to go around for public schools. In the article listed above said it would take about 

billion of dollars to make college tuition free. As the government is already funding college 

budgets they will continue to keep paying for grants, work-study and tax benefits. 
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