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 In Los Angeles County sits the City of Cerritos, a sleepy city of around 50,000 residents. 

Inside this city exists restaurants, malls, parks, schools, an enormous public library, and our 

famed auto mall. On the surface, it might seem like any other peaceful city in Los Angeles. 

Nevertheless, the City of Cerritos is sufficiently different from the others. The difference is the 

many rules and regulations that you have to follow, as the residents of Cerritos will tell you. 

From getting a parking permit to park on the street to painting your house color that fits in with 

what the city deems respectable, numerous amounts of rules exist, many to the point of being 

absurd. However, perhaps the most ludicrous rule is not permitting the city’s residents to plant 

artificial grass. Over the years, people have tried to fight the city on planting artificial grass but 

none have succeeded. Even worse, Cerritos’s city officials have never given a reason as to why 

they do not allow artificial grass. The closest response to a reason was when the city brought in 

Robert Perry, a professor of landscape architecture at Cal Poly Pomona, who said artificial grass 

can “inhibit the flow of nutrients and oxygen into the soil, affecting surrounding trees and plants” 

(Writer). Within the City of Cerritos, residents should have the opportunity to plant artificial 

grass because of the continuing drought of water, the increasing of water bills, for the style and 

charm of our homes, for no lawn maintenance, for a reduction against allergies, and to save you 

money on your lawn.  
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 First, Cerritos residents should have the opportunity to plant artificial grass because of the 

continuing drought of water. For five years straight, California has been in the worst drought in 

history. Even with the continuous debates and efforts to find a solution, not much has been 

brought up as an answer to the problem. The drought has gotten so terrible that our Governor, 

Jerry Brown, has “imposed mandatory water restrictions for the first time on residents, 

businesses and farms, ordering cities and towns in the drought-ravaged state to reduce usage by 

25%” (Sanchez). By planting artificial grass, we can not only meet Governor Brown’s water 

restrictions but can also conserve some of the water that we desperately need for more important 

things. This statement is shown to hold water when you find out that according to the EPA or 

Environmental Protection Agency, “The average American family uses 320 gallons of water per 

day, about 30 percent of which is devoted to outdoor uses” (Outdoor). Therefore, by removing 

your real grass, you cut around 30% of your usage of water instantly.  

 Second, Cerritos residents should have the opportunity to plant artificial grass because of 

the increasing water bills. Within the same five years’ time, certain things have changed. Some 

examples of things that have changed are gas, power, and water prices. Due to people having to 

preserve the limited water that we have, prices have shot up for services. While power and gas 

prices soared, water prices still rose. The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power has 

stated that, “Most DWP customers will pay 4 percent more for water beginning in January” 

(Reicher). This means that even with the other utilities rising, water will follow. Linked to 

artificial grass, William Coleman has said that “a natural grass field similar in size to an artificial 

turf field will demand 4 to 5 feet of water per unit-area per year” (Coleman). So what does this 

mean? It means that by switching to artificial grass, lower your costs by using less water for your 
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grass and therefore save money. Simultaneously, you would avoid the fines because you would 

most likely not exceed the limit existing.  

 Third, Cerritos residents should have the opportunity to plant artificial grass for the style 

and charm of our homes. Being that this drought has been going on for 5 years already, there has 

been no shortage of hot and sunny days. Being that it is a drought, we get little to no rain. 

Without rain, we do not have enough water to support our vegetation. No rain and little water 

plus lots of sunlight means that our plants and lawn do not survive. The option to water the 

plants is there but requires the residents to play more money for more water privileges though the 

bills or though fines. Because we are stuck in that decision, the vegetation does not get watered 

and eventually dies off. At this point, our homes look awful because the vegetation surrounding 

our house is light brown. Jenny Peterson states that, “Synthetic turf requires no mowing, 

trimming, watering, fertilizing or pesticides. It reduces your water bill, looks great year-round 

and is widely available for installation in most metropolitan areas” (Peterson). What she means 

by this is that because the grass is fake it will not die and will be green year round.  

 The City of Cerritos is a nice, little city to live and nice place to visit. Because of the 

drought continuing, the increasing of water bills, for the style and charm of our homes, for no 

lawn maintenance, for a reduction against allergies, and to save you money on your lawn 

Cerritos residents should be given the chance to plant artificial grass. 
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